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Board Conference Room 
May 22, 2025 
Board of Commissioners Minutes 
 
The regular meeting of the Oceana County Board of Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairperson Robert Walker, on Thursday, May 22, 2025, at 11:32 a.m. 
 
Chairperson Walker led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America. 
 
Roll was called by Clerk Coon. Present: Mr. Tim Beggs, Mr. Joel McCormick, Mr. Craig Hardy, 
Mr. Paul Erickson, and Mr. Robert Walker.  
 
Also Present: Ms.  Jessica LaPointe, Finance and HR Coordinator; and Ms. Melanie A. Coon, 
Oceana County Clerk. 
 
Moved by Mr. Hardy and seconded by Mr. Erickson to approve the minutes from the May 8, 
2025 Regular Board Meeting. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Walker noted the purpose of the Closed Session was to review Ms. Byard’s performance 
evaluation with her. 
 
Moved by Mr. Erickson and seconded by Mr. Beggs to approve the minutes from the Closed 
Session on May 8, 2025. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Walker asked if any commissioners wished to declare any conflicts of interest on 
the agenda items. No conflicts were declared. 
 
Chairperson Walker asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Mr. Beggs requested the 
addition of motion 2025-67, Utility Scale Solar Project Building Permitting. 
 
Moved by Mr. Erickson and supported by Mr. McCormick to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
Chairman Walker presented 20-year service awards to Mr. Ryan Schiller and Mr. Michael 
Fillips.  He thanked both gentlemen for their dedication and years of service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2 May 22, 2025
  

 

Agenda Items 
 
MOTION #2025- 59 – JANITORIAL SERVICES AGREEMENT  
 
Moved by Mr. McCormick and supported by Mr. Beggs, to enter into a three-year agreement 
with Marvelous Maids for the purpose of janitorial services in the amount of $47,616/year and 
allow the Chair to sign. 
 
 Roll call vote: Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. Hardy – yes; Mr. Erickson – 
yes; and Mr. Walker – yes. 
  
Motion carried. 
 
MOTION #2025 – 61 – PARKS AND RECREATION VAN PURCHASE  
 
Moved by Mr. Erickson and supported by Mr. Beggs, to appropriate $10,000, to purchase a 
van for the Parks and Recreation Commission to use, from the General Fund to the Parks and 
Recreation Commission for title transfer, fuel and maintenance and allow the Administrator 
to make the adjustments.   
 
 Roll call vote: Mr. Erickson – yes; Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Hardy – 
yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.  
 
 Motion carried. 
 
MOTION #2025 – 62 – MASON-OCEANA 911 SURCHARGE 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and supported by Mr. Hardy, to approve a recommendation of the Mason-
Oceana 911 Board to continue the assessment of a local telephone surcharge in the amount 
of $2.09, with no change, to be signed by the County Clerk and Board Chair. 
 
 Roll call vote: Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. Hardy – yes; Mr. Erickson – yes; Mr. McCormick – 
yes; and Mr. Walker– yes.  
 
 Motion carried. 
 
MOTION #2025 – 63 – DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT WAGE 
 
Moved by Mr. Hardy and supported by Mr. Erickson, to set the wage for a Deputy Emergency 
Manager at $20/hr. and allow the Administrator to adjust the Emergency Management budget 
as needed. 
 
Mr. Walker noted the previous wage set for the position was $15/hr.  The amount of training 
and responsibility associated with this position does not make a $5/hr increase unreasonable.
  
 Roll call vote: Mr. Hardy – yes; Mr. Erickson – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Beggs – 
yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.   
 
 Motion carried. 
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MOTION #2025 – 64 –EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT VEHICLE POLICY 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and supported by Mr. Erickson, to approve the proposed vehicle policy 
for a municipal vehicle for the Emergency Management Director for the exclusive use in the 
performance of his official duties. 
 
 Roll call vote: Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. Erickson – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Hardy – 
yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.   
 
 Motion carried. 
 
MOTION #2025 – 65 – EQUALIZATION SERVICES CONTRACT EXTENSION 
 
Moved by Mr. Erickson and supported by Mr. Beggs, to extend Mr. VanderVries contract until 
the next board meeting (June 12,2025) upon review of his proposal and to accept an invoice 
for GIS billing to be paid upon receipt and approval of the Board. 
 
There was only one bid submitted by V & V Assessing LLC. Mr. Walker asked when the current 
contract expired. Ms. LaPointe responded that the expiration date is May 30, 2025.  Mr. Walker 
asked if the Board would be willing to extend the contract until the next meeting so the 
contract could be reviewed.  Mr. McCormick previously asked the Administrator if the contract 
needed to be approved at this meeting or if there was some time to consider it.  She indicated 
it would not affect anything if the Board waited.  The Board agreed to make the decision on 
the contract at the next meeting.     
 
 Roll call vote: Mr. Erickson – yes; Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Hardy – 
yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.   
 
 Motion carried. 
 
 
MOTION #2025 – 67 – UTILITY SCALE SOLAR PROJECT BUILDING PERMITTING 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and supported by Mr. Hardy, after inquiry by Northstar Clean Energy, a 
CMS Energy Company, to determine the cost of building/electrical permitting for a utility scale 
solar project to take place in Hart Township, Oceana County reached out for legal opinion 
from Cohl, Stoker and Tosky, PC. It was determined “after review of the applicable statutes, 
under the State Construction Code and the Michigan Building Codes, facilities that generate, 
transmit and distribute energy are exempt from building permit requirements, and thus would 
also be exempt from permitting fees. If the proposed facility has some tangible relation to the 
generation, transmission or distribution of electricity, the project would be exempt from 
permitting fees.” 
 
Specifically MCL 125.1502a(1)(bb) states “Structure does not include a structure incident to 
the use for agricultural purposes of the land on which the structure is located and does not 
include works of heavy civil construction including, but not limited to, a highway, bridge, 
dam, reservoir, lock, mine, harbor, dockside port facility, an airport landing facility and 
facilities for the generation, transmission, or distribution of electricity.” 

Additionally, the Michigan Public Service Commission and Clean and Renewable Energy and 
Energy Waste Reduction Act and Zoning Enabling Act allows renewable energy projects to 
preempt local ordinances and regulations. 
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Therefore, Oceana County has no authority to enforce Michigan Building Codes on this 
project, in accordance with current State law. 

Roll call vote: Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. Hardy – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Erickson 
– yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.   

Motion carried. 

 
MOTION #2025- 66– PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
  
Moved by Mr. Hardy and supported by Mr. McCormick, to adopt Motion #2025-66, approving 
the payment of accounts payable and release of funds for May 22, 2025. 
 

AMBULANCE  $1,249.81 
GIS    -0- 
FOC  2,358.61 
PENTWATER-HART TRAIL      -0- 
SHELBY TWP COMM PARK  -0- 
BROWNFIELD    -0- 
AUTOMATION R.O.D.    -0- 
INDIGENT DEFENSE  55,592.93 
LCOT    -0- 
K9 UNIT  -0- 
CJT  -0- 
CDBG    -0- 
ARPA  -0- 
VETERANS AFFAIRS  9,273.24 
TECH & INNOVATION  2,109.15 
CAPITAL PROG/EQUIP REP  -0- 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT  47,939.88 
FORECLOSURE    -0- 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT    20,520.16 
GENERAL FUND  521,808.91 
 
 GRAND TOTAL $660,852.59 

 
Roll call vote: Mr. Hardy – yes; Mr. McCormick – yes; Mr. Beggs – yes; Mr. Erickson – 

yes; and Mr. Walker – yes.  
 

Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
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Commissioner’s Reports 
 
Mr. McCormick had nothing to report at this time. 
 
Mr. Erickson mentioned the changes that are coming to our county in respect to two energy 
projects, one in Weare Township and one in Hart Township.  He urged all of us to go east on 
Polk Road about a mile and check the progress being made in Hart Township with the Hart 
Solar Project.  
 
Mr. Beggs read the following statement, "At our April 10th regular board meeting, there was 
a discussion regarding our RFP for county assessing services. During that discussion there 
was conflicting information presented whether our current vendor was included in the 
notification of the “request for proposal”. This issue was investigated by multiple 
commissioners, and it was determined that Administrator Byard did include our current 
vendor in a timely notification of our RFP and that notification was received by the vendor." 

Mr. Walker asked if any other commissioners had any comments they wanted to make on 
the issue. No one commented. He noted the issue had been resolved. 

Mr. Hardy noted the 911 board meeting for Wednesday, May 21st, was cancelled. 
 
Mr. Walker had nothing to report at this time. 
 
There was nothing from the Administrator’s Office. 
 
There was nothing from the Clerk’s Office. 
 
Chairperson Walker asked if there was any further business to come before the Board. There 
being none, the meeting adjourned at 11:59 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________          __________________________________ 
Melanie A. Coon, Oceana County Clerk             Mr. Robert H. Walker, Chairperson 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Date         
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Finance and Administration Committee 
 
The Finance and Administration Committee Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Craig 
Hardy on Thursday, May 22, 2025, at 10:31 a.m., in the Board Conference Room. 
 
Present: Mr. Craig Hardy, Mr. Tim Beggs, Mr. Joel McCormick, Mr. Paul Erickson, and Mr. 
Robert Walker.  
 
Also Present: Mr. Garry McKeen, Vice-Chairperson, Oceana County Conservation District 
Board; Ms. Jessica LaPointe, Finance and HR Coordinator; and Ms. Melanie Coon, Oceana 
County Clerk. 
 
Moved by Mr. Walker and supported by Mr. McCormick to approve the minutes of the May 8, 
2025 Finance and Administration Committee meeting as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Hardy asked if there were any changes to the agenda. Mr. Walker asked if there 
could be discussion by Mr. McCormick regarding cleanup of the Transfer Station after his 
discussion on the solar project. 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and seconded by Mr. Walker to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Ms. LaPointe asked for consideration to approve the Mason-Oceana 911 Board recommended 
local telephone surcharge of $2.09, no change.  A letter needs to be submitted to the State 
each year at the recommendation of 911.  We are asking for the board’s approval, and the 
Chair and County Clerk will sign it, and the County Clerk will respond to their request.  
 
Ms. LaPointe brought forth the Deputy Emergency Manager wage to be set at $20/hr. Mr. 
Walker had suggested that the Board consider setting a wage for the position of Deputy 
Emergency Manager as was done in the past. Mr. Walker stated due to the amount of training 
and certification it is not unreasonable to pay the person this wage. Mr. Hardy concurred.    
 
She also asked to approve the proposed vehicle policy for a municipal vehicle for the 
Emergency Management Director for the exclusive use in the performance of his duties. 
 
Mr. Walker stated Mr. Beggs and Mr. Hardy had worked with the Administrator on a policy 
regarding a vehicle for the Emergency Manager. He felt the policy was phenomenal and 
thanked both commissioners for their work on it. He noted that Mr. Maloney works with two 
area fire departments. 
 
Mr. Beggs clarified Mr. Maloney’s role with those fire departments.  His role is unique because 
he isn’t a firefighter, his role is advisory for Command Staff due to his extension background 
in fire-related incidents.  
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Mr. Erickson inquired how long it would take for the vehicle to be available. Mr. Beggs stated 
the Emergency Manager’s vehicle is in hand and he is just waiting for a license plate.   
 
Mr. McCormick brought forth a discussion regarding solar project inspections.  He indicated 
Ms. Byard requested an opinion on the permitting process/fees for solar projects from the 
County attorney. The attorney responded that energy projects are exempt from permitting. 
If the municipality does not have an ordinance in place for solar projects, Oceana County does 
not, the permitting passes to the State. He also spoke to the general contractor on this 
project, Barton Malow, and requested county and township access to inspection records, if 
needed. They are willing to do that. The general contractor provided an email listing all 
agencies and permits obtained thus far and asked if the Board could provide a letter 
acknowledging the project and confirming that no county-level permits needed to be issued. 
He requested that Ms. Byard respond to the correspondence following the meeting.  
 
Mr. Walker noted the legislation regarding solar farms was passed in November 2024.  It was 
not passed with the blessing of the Michigan Association of Counties or the Michigan Township 
Association.  There has been legislation presented to reverse the permitting control back to 
the counties and allow local jurisdictions to have input on these types of projects. 
 
Mr. Hardy related the permitting falls under the Michigan Public Service Commission. He also 
pointed out the legal opinion stated it would be advantageous to reset the permitting fees on 
projects that are not exempt to the State fee of $1.00. The current fee is $14.00.  
 
Mr. Beggs expressed that $14.00 per panel isn’t an unreasonable fee for those putting in a 
couple solar panels on private property. Mr. McCormick suggested a sliding scale for small 
projects.   
 
Mr. Hardy asked if a motion needed to be put forth on the issue. Mr. Walker indicated he 
would refer to the discussion they just had during the regular board meeting reiterating that 
the county has no standing to be involved in any inspections for solar fields.  
 
Mr. Beggs suggested putting forth a motion that cites the State law provided in the county 
attorney’s opinion regarding permits for solar projects. He does not want any appearance of 
favoritism for the project. Mr. Walker responded with a proposed motion number of 2025-67 
and indicated the regular board meeting agenda would be amended to include the new 
motion.   
 
Mr. Erickson said he attended the Weare Township board meeting and there was discussion  
of the recent private sale of land to Great Lakes Energy for a solar farm. Weare Township 
passed a moratorium on solar farms to provide time for their planning commission to create 
the documentation necessary to work directly with the entities. If they create an ordinance 
then the township can communicate directly with the power company.   Based on the current 
law, the power company can decide to stop communication with the township and go to the 
State to complete the project.    
 
Mr. McCormick brought forth a discussion regarding the cleanup of the transfer station.  A 
decision needs to be made regarding the backhoe. The cost to fix the backhoe would be 
approximately $30,000 and the as is trade-in value would be $12,000.  American Classic 
provided a loner telehandler, a forklift with a boom, but we cannot use that forever. He 
indicated that if the process is changed there, perhaps we would no longer need a machine.  
He indicated that Mr. Brian Lenon, Transfer Station Operator, had some concerns that the 
dumpsters were not being compacted as much as before, which causes the Transfer Station 
to close quickly on Saturdays as the dumpsters become full. Mr. McCormick pointed out that 
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compacting allows for 20% more space which equates to one more empty bin, however it can 
lead to damage to the dumpsters or increased costs for overweight dumpsters.   Last week 
American Classic switched out two tubs late morning and they were still full by 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday.   
 
Mr. Erickson reported that both Golden and Elbridge Townships utilize the Transfer Station for 
their annual township cleanup day, which could be filling the dumpsters more quickly. Mr. 
Hardy asked how the fees are handled during cleanup days. Ms. LaPointe responded that the 
townships are billed for what is brought to the Transfer Station by the residents. 
 
Mr. Walker reiterated that a decision does need to be made on the backhoe by the next 
meeting. He also related that he and Mr. McCormick were assessing the Transfer Station 
cleanup and there is a container and a semi-trailer that has oil in it that needs to be removed 
from the site. Ms. Byard contacted Safety-Kleen, located in Grand Rapids, to remove the oil.  
He reported that Mr. Erickson has totes available if oil needs to be transferred into larger 
containers and the Sheriff’s Office has trustees available to help if needed. The Board will 
need to pass a resolution immediately to no longer accept any liquids at the Transfer Station.  
He gave approval to the Administrator’s Office to make signs to be posted at the Transfer 
Station indicating they will no longer accept liquids.  There will also be notices placed in 
Oceana’s Herald Journal and The Oceana Echo indicating no more liquids will be accepted. He 
also stated there has been discussion already about a possible partnership with American 
Classic to manage the Transfer Station and at this time, no one would want to take over the 
facility as is.   
 
Mr. Erickson suggested selling the backhoe and using those funds to rent/lease something. 
Mr. Hardy asked if it would be possible to operate the Transfer Station without a backhoe. Mr. 
McCormick indicated there needs to be something on site to push the trash down to container 
height so the tarp can be placed over the dumpster for transport.  
 
Mr. Walker expressed concern regarding leasing equipment.  Leased equipment needs to be 
returned in nearly the same condition as when it was leased and based on the current 
condition of the backhoe, there may be additional fees for repairs. He indicated he does not 
think they need to repair the backhoe.  The commissioners concurred.  He suggested looking 
for used equipment. Mr. McCormick suggested an arrangement with American Classic to 
continue to use their equipment and not even replace the backhoe at this time.  Mr. Hardy 
thought that was a good idea.   
 
Mr. Walker suggested moving forward with the oil cleanup and suspending all liquids from 
coming into the Transfer Station effective immediately.  Mr. McCormick felt we should suspend 
the acceptance of all electronics as well. The County already contributes funds to the 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day organized by the Oceana County Soil 
Conservation District and electronics are accepted there. Mattresses are a major concern at 
this point due to the sheer number of them being brought in. The current fee for a mattress 
is $20 and that is what we pay Muskegon Landfill to take them.  Mr. Walker and Mr. Hardy 
suggested the fee be increased for mattress disposal and a limit placed per person. Mr. Walker 
suggested an increase to $25 per mattress and a limit of four per person.  There was voiced 
concern regarding dumping on seasonal roads.      
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Ms. LaPointe did not read the claims for payment, but the following were provided: 
 

Review of Claims for Payment (>=$1,000 and Other Noteworthy Expenditures) 
      

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Fund # & Description Amount Description 

210 - Ambulance  $            1,124.46  to Republic Services for dumpster service 
      

215 - Friend of the Court  $            2,358.61  to Image Soft for monthly expenditure 
      

260 - Indigent Defense 

 $            3,234.00  
to Applewood Law Wins for Indigent Defense 
attorney costs 

 $          14,998.50  
to Good Law, PLC for Indigent Defense 
attorney costs 

 $            7,250.00  
to Indigent Defense Consultants, PC for 
Indigent Defense attorney costs 

 $            3,425.00  
to Jalae Amy Ulicki for Indigent Defense 
attorney costs 

 $            1,387.50  
to Karen L. Moore for Indigent Defense 
attorney costs 

 $          21,209.50  
to Springstead Law Offices for Indigent 
Defense attorney costs 

      
293 - Dept of Veterans Affairs  $            2,450.00  to TH Brands for public outreach 

      

298 - Technology & Innovation  $            1,383.00  to VC3, Inc for software expenditures 
      

445 - Public Improvement  $          40,825.29  
to West Michigan Carpet & Floor for 
basement flooring 

 $            6,914.59  
to WM Restoration Inc for first portion of CSB 
Window replacement 

      
GENERAL FUND 

Dept # & Description Amount Description 

101 - Board of Commissioners  $            7,544.74  
to H Security & Investigation for Courthouse 
security  
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248 - General Services 
Administration 

 $          21,266.40  
to Lakeshore Regional Entity for quarterly 
appropriation 

 $          15,031.92  
to MI Counties Worker-Comp Fund for 
quarterly payment 

      

215 - Clerk  $            1,329.30  
to Ludington Daily News for May 2025 
election advertisement 

 $            2,690.99  
to Spectrum Printers, Inc for May 2025 
election ballots 

      
265 - Courthouse & Grounds  $            1,730.05  to Republic Services for dumpster service 
      

283 - Circuit Court 

 $            5,025.13  
to Hayes Law Office for monthly 
appropriations 

 $            3,300.00  
to Heacock Reporting for monthly 
appropriations 

 $            3,702.54  
to Mason County Treasurer for quarterly 
fringe benefit reimbursement 

 $            5,025.13  
to Springstead Law Offices for monthly 
appropriations 

      

286 - District Court  $            2,367.19  
to Mason County Treasurer for quarterly 
fringe benefit reimbursement 

      

301 - Sheriff 

 $            8,657.79  To Wex Bank for fuel  

 $            1,867.19  to Nye Uniform for uniform expenditures 

 $            6,365.00  to Pro-Tech Sales for machinery & equipment 

 $          29,033.25  
To Enterprise FM Trust for monthly vehicle 
lease and maintenance 

      

351 - Jail 
 $            1,905.05  

to Gordon Food Service for inmate board and 
janitorial supplies 

 $          16,239.42  
to Advanced Correctional Healthcare for 
inmate medical 

 $             3,008.00  to Pro-Tech Sales for machinery & equipment 
      
430 - Animal Control  $            1,296.08  to Wex Bank for fuel 
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528 - Transfer Station  $          29,502.65  
to American Classic Dumpster for dumpster 
services 

      

568 - Soil Conservation District  $            6,000.00  
to Mason-Lake Conservation District for 2025 
Household Hazardous Waste  

      

649 - Mental Health  $          10,647.92  
to West Michigan CMH System for monthly 
appropriation 

      
Total Claims  $    290,096.19    

 
Administrator’s Report (as provided by Ms. Byard): 
 
Ms. LaPointe indicated Ms. Byard did not provide an administrator’s report as time was being 
spent on the solar project, transfer station project and administrative processes that needed 
to be completed. There was a leak in the basement during the storm on Thursday.  This is 
the first time since the courtyard work has been done that there was a leak.  The vendor was 
contacted and did not feel the leak was through the courtyard.  Maintenance thought it was 
due to all the debris on the roof getting in the way of the drain.  It has all been cleaned up 
and they will continue to monitor it. 
 
Mr. Walker requested we keep the contact info with this reported incident on file in case there 
is another leak after the next hard rain. The warranty will only last so long.   
 
Department Head Reports 

There were no department head reports at this time. 

Public Comment 
 
Mr. McKeen said there is the Hazardous Household Waste program annually on the third 
Saturday in August. He said they do collect oil, and local farmers take it and burn it in their 
barn furnaces. He suggested using some of the same contacts that the Road Commission uses 
to find used equipment to locate a backhoe for the Transfer Station.  He stated that based on 
the new restrictions at the Transfer Station, the County may want to consider increasing the 
amount of money given to the Conservation District for the household hazardous waste 
because they have had to put money into it because there is more waste coming in than they 
can pay for. He also noted there is a company in Grand Rapids that accepts used electronics. 
 
 
Chairperson Hardy asked if there was any further business to come before the Board. There 
being none, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Melanie A. Coon 
Oceana County Clerk 
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Properties, Environment, and Economic Development Committee 
 
The Properties, Environment, and Economic Development Committee Meeting was called to 
order by Chairperson Paul Erickson, on Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. in the Board 
Conference Room. 
 
Present: Mr. Craig Hardy, Mr. Tim Beggs, Mr. Joel McCormick, Mr. Paul Erickson, and Mr. 
Robert Walker.  
 
Also Present: Ms. Jessica LaPointe, Finance and HR Coordinator; Mr. Garry McKeen, 
Chairperson, Parks and Recreation Commission; and Ms. Melanie A. Coon, Oceana County 
Clerk. 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and seconded by Mr. Hardy to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2025 
Properties, Environment, and Economic Development Committee as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Erickson asked if there were any changes to the agenda. No changes were 
mentioned. 
 
Moved by Mr. Walker and seconded by Mr. McCormick to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Ms. LaPointe gave follow-up on the Janitorial Bids.  Reference checks were completed.  Mr. 
Walker thought it would be a good idea to have the county move forward with a contract 
negotiation with Marvelous Maids.  Mr. McCormick and Mr. Hardy agreed. 
 
Mr. McKeen had previously mentioned the desire of the Parks and Recreation Committee for 
a vehicle to perform project/maintenance activities. He was recently presented with an 
opportunity, through the Transportation Director at the Oceana County Council on Aging 
(OCCOA) to purchase a very nice van. The van is a 2012 Ford E350 Super Duty 12 passenger 
turtle top.  It has 74,000 miles on it and an exemplary maintenance record. The Parks 
Commission voted five in favor and three against pursuing the purchase.   
 
Mr. McKeen stated that in talking with Ms. Byard she said it was not the Parks and Recreation 
Commission’s responsibility to purchase the van but the county commissioners to approve 
the purchase. The price of the van is $6,000 and the insurance for it would be between $800-
$1,000.  It would be housed at the airport. He requested consideration by the Board for the 
purchase of this van.  
 
One of the projects for next year will be the Black Lake project on the south trail.  This 
purchase would assist in the transportation of tools and materials.  Mr. Erickson said there 
was a lot of discussion regarding the availability of a vehicle by the Parks and Recreation 
Commission. It would be advantageous to have a large toolbox all in one place that would 
alleviate the back and forth driving of volunteer vehicles.  He was in favor of purchasing the 
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vehicle.  Mr. Beggs reported his company has done the maintenance on this vehicle and it is 
a good vehicle.  Mr. Walker conveyed that if there are some tools that are not owned by the 
County they may not be covered if they are lost.   
 
Mr. Walker asked Ms. LaPointe if there had been any discussion in the Administrator’s Office 
as to where the funds would come from for the purchase.  She stated there had not been, but 
if approved additional funds would need to be approved for maintenance and fuel as well.  Mr. 
Walker stated he was not sure if the vehicle could come out of the Capital Improvement Fund.  
The fuel and maintenance would be $3000 out of the unallocated General Fund balance.  Mr. 
McKeen indicated that Ms. Byard suggested taking the funds out of the General Fund for all 
of it.  Mr. Walker said if that was the discussion he has no problem with that. 
 
Department Head Report 
 
Mr. McKeen provided an update on the Marshville Dam Project.  The walkway and one fishing 
platform have been completed. The Open House has been postponed providing more time to 
complete the project.  It should be completed in the first or second week of September. Mr. 
McKeen also provided some information about the Stony Creek Nature Preserve and some of 
the history of the family that made the land donation and the upcoming plans for the property.  
 
Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
Chairperson Erickson asked if there was any further business to come before the Board. There 
being none, the meeting adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

Melanie A. Coon 
Oceana County Clerk 
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