Oceana County Department of Veterans Affairs (OCDVA)
Relief and Business Meetings
Meeting Minutes January 9, 2025

Business Meeting

The Oceana County Department of Veterans Affairs Business Meeting was called to order at
1:30 P.M. in the Oceana County Annex Room meeting room by Chairperson Tracy Blamer.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call: Tracy Blamer, Ben Kaat, Bob Cramblit, Sam Stitt, Ed Dodd

Members Absent: None
Guest Present: Dave Luttrell, Ben Bone, John Malas

Public Comments: Afore mentioned guest introduced themselves as veterans interested in being
appointed to the OCDVA

Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve agenda by BC Motion 2™ by BK
Voice vote, 5 Yes 0 No Motion approved

Motion to approve last meeting minutes by ED Motion 2" by BK
Voice Vote 5 Yes, No Motion approved

VSO (Veterans Support Officer) Report

The OCCEF fully funded the offices wish list submissions and included a $150 bonus. This will
allow for food pantry expansion, a new fridge/freezer and additional supplies for the food pantry.

Wood TV 8 has reached out again to talk about advertising. She will be emailing new numbers
and these will be presented at the next meeting.

The office is looking into a grant from the Home Depot to create a county veterans park. This
park would be east of the overflow parking area on Griswold St.

Jodi and Sam are attending VBMS training on Jan 13 in St Joseph ML
Sam is fully accredited with the American Legion to file claims.

The MVAA grant has been submitted, (due 1/ 10/25)

Veteran Relief:

53-24 Gas Card
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54-24 Food Pantry

55-24 Propane Approved at $682.33

1-25 Rent Approved at $534, Food Voucher $100, Food Pantry

2-25 Food Pantry

3.25 SSRF Windows $4200 (3 bay windows), 4 additional windows ($5,916.41)
4-25 Food Voucher $150, food pantry, gas cards

County Commissioners Veterans Liaison

TB informed the committee that quotes were requested to be reviewed at next county
commissioners meeting (Jan 23)

Old Business

New Business

Elections:

Nomination for TB to serve as Chairperson for 2025 by ED

Voice vote, 5 Yes 0 No Nomination accepted
Nomination for ED to serve as Vice Chairperson for 2025 by TB

Voice Vote 5 Yes, No Nomination accepted

Formation of new subcommittee to begin work on establishing a County Veterans Park on
county land.

All members of the OCDVA would like to be a part of the subcommittee as well as Jodi & Dani.
The first subcommittee meeting will be held via Microsoft Teams on Jan 20" at 5:30 pm

RELIEF MEETING

3-25 approved for $4,200 to complete repair of 3 bay windows.

The next general meeting will be held on February 6, 2025 in the County Annex Conference
Room.

1:30 PM Veterans Affairs Business Meeting
2:30 PM Veterans Affairs Relief Meeting
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N‘ 1’ k/F?(f (MN— Vice Chair Position Vacant
{ ikl

Tracy Blamer Chairperson N/A



