


























 

1  OCTOBER 27, 2022 

 

FINANCE AND EQUALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

The Finance and Equalization Committee Meeting was called to order, in the Board Conference 

Room of the Oceana County Courthouse, by Chairperson Hardy on Thursday, October 27, 

2022, at 9:01 a.m.  

 

Roll was called. Present: Mr. Erickson, Ms. Meyette, Mr. Walker Mr. Beggs, Mr. Morse, Mr. 

Christians, and Mr. Hardy.  

 

Also present: Ms. Tracy Byard, Oceana County Administrator; Ms. Amy Anderson, Oceana 

County Clerk; Mr. Edward VanderVries, Oceana County Equalization Director; Ms. Peggy 

Wittman, City of Hart resident; Mr. James Kelly, MSUE Director; Mr. Garry McKeen, Oceana 

County Parks & Recreation Commission; Mr. Mike Lewis, Grant Township resident; and Mr. 

John Cavanagh, Oceana’s Herald-Journal correspondent. 

 

Moved by Mr. Christians and seconded by Mr. Walker to approve the minutes from the October 

13, 2022 meeting as presented. 

 

Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Hardy asked if there were any additions to the agenda at this time.  

 

Moved by Mr. Morse and seconded by Mr. Christians to approve the agenda as presented.  

 

Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Ms. Peggy Wittman, City of Hart resident, recited a prayer. 

 

Mr. Morse provided an update and facilitated discussion regarding Zencity 360.  Mr. Morse 

stated that he is advocating for a program such as this to some degree as community 

involvement is a part of the County’s Strategic Plan.  However, he is not advocating the 

monitoring portion.  Discussion continued on the various avenues that are available to engage 

the community.  It was the consensus of the Board explore these avenues. 

 

Ms. Byard sought consideration of Resolution #22-75, to adopt the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget 

and Tax Levies.  

 

Ms. Meyette stated that she appreciated the department heads for their diligence in adhering 

to the budget. 

 

Mr. VanderVries stated that three times a year the taxpayers receive statutory mailings and 

offered that information regarding community engagement be included in some of these 

mailing.  He also stated that in the spring of 2023 the State will be performing another flyover 

for GIS imagery.  

 

Mr. Edward VanderVries, Oceana County Equalization Director, requested consideration of 

Resolution #22-76, to approve the 2022 Apportionment of millage rates. 

 

Ms. Byard broached the topic of snow plow bids for County properties. She stated that two 

bids were received.   
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Ms. Byard solicited consideration of Resolution #22-77, to adopt the Health Insurance Hard 

Cap and Health Insurance vendor. This would include a change in brokers and moving from 

fully-funded to self-funded.  This would provide a savings to the county as well as better 

insurance for the employees.  She continued on with the explanation of the difference between 

fully-funded and self-funded insurance. 

 

Ms. Byard sought consideration to approve the MSU Extension Memorandum Agreement for 

Fiscal Year 2023. Mr. James Kelly, MSU Extension Director, was present to answer any 

questions the board may have. 

 

Ms. Byard garnered consideration of the approval for ARPA Fund appropriations. 

 

Ms. Byard requested consideration to reappoint Mr. Alvin Doctor to the Department of Health 

and Human Services for a three-year term. 

 

Ms. Byard suggested consideration of the reappointment of Mr. Gayle Forner to the Oceana 

County Land Bank Authority Board for a three-year term as recommended by the County 

Treasurer. 

 

Ms. Byard sought consideration to approve the contract between the Michigan Department of 

Transportation and the Oceana County Board of Commissioners for the airport lighting project. 

  

Ms. Byard did not read the payment of claims, but the following was provided: 
Oceana County Administrator 

REVIEW OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT (>= $1,000 and Other Noteworthy Expenditures) 

Fund # Dept. # Dept. Name Amount Purpose 

Special Revenue Funds         

          

210 - Ambulance Fund  $         4,070.00  

to Ferry Township Area Fire for 3rd 

quarter MFR fees. 

       $       11,440.00  
to Grant Township Area Fire for 3rd 
quarter MFR fees. 

       $         3,410.00  
to Hesperia Area Fire for 3rd quarter 
MFR fees. 

       $         4,950.00  
to Shelby - Benona Fire Department 
for 3rd MFR fees. 

       $         4,950.00  
to Walkerville Area Fire for 3rd 
quarter MFR fees. 

       $         3,930.80  
to MMRMA for quarter liability 
insurance. 

          

239 - Shelby Twp Community Park Fund  $         6,738.75  

to Kennari Consulting for 
professional services. Fully 
reimbursed via private donations. 

       $       10,000.00  

to Landscape Architects & Planners 
for project services.  Fully 
reimbursed via private donations. 

          

256 - Automation Fund    $         2,035.42  to GovOS for software fees. 

          

260 - Indigent Defense Fund  $         7,710.00  
to Good Law for court appointed 
attorney fees. 

       $         6,126.00  
to MKG Law Office, PLLC for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

       $       10,474.99  
to Springstead Law Offices for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

       $         4,284.00  
to Hayes Law Office for court 
appointed atorney fees. 

          



 

3  OCTOBER 27, 2022 

 

286 - American Rescue Plan Fund   $         4,600.00  

to Custom Tree Service, Inc for 
removal of trees at the District 
Health Department. 

       $       11,402.00  
to Mike Blackmer Electric, Inc for 
Black Lake electrical project. 

       $         4,461.75  

to West Michigan Seal Coat, Inc for 
seal coating the District Health 
Department parking lot. 

          

292 - Child Care Fund    $         2,500.00  
to Ottawa County for the Detention 
of Juveniles 

          

549 - Building Department Fund  $         4,769.05  

to Randy Miller for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

       $         4,674.78  

to Richard Story for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

       $         2,775.30  

to Randy Neuman for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

       $         5,885.00  
to BS&A for software maintenance 
contract. 

          

General Fund     

          

101 - Board of Commissioners   $         2,940.00  
to Smith, Haughey, Rice and Roegge 
for legal services. 

          

172 - County Administration  $         1,595.32  
to TASC for November  COBRA 
payment. 

          

208 - Insurance  $       95,658.70  
to MMRMA for quarter liability 
insurance. 

          

245 - Remonumentation  $         5,040.00  

to A & A Land Surveying, Inc. for 
monumentation surveyor contract 
for 2022. 

          

257 - Equalization  $       18,150.00  
to V&V Assessing for equalization 
and assessing services. 

          

265 - Courthouse and Grounds  $         4,076.61  to City of Hart for Utilities. 

          

283 - Circuit Court  $         2,750.00  
to Heacock Reporting for contracted 
court services.  

       $         3,621.92  
to Hayes Law Office for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

       $         3,621.92  
to Springstead Law Offices for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

          

294 - Probate Court  $         1,125.00  
to Barkow Law for conservatorship 
guardian fees. 

          

301 - Sheriff  $       14,007.74  
to Enterprise for fleet vehicle 
management.  

       $         1,637.00  to Yacht Basin Marina for repairs. 

          

351 - Jail  $       14,107.00  

to Advanced Correctional Healthcare 
for on-site medical services per 
contract. 

       $         1,283.54  to Hansen Foods. 

       $         1,704.00  to EPS for security system. 

       $         3,069.08  to Gordon Food Service. 
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528 - Transfer Station  $       19,435.01  

to American Classic Dumpster for 
removal of trash and recycling 
material. 

          

711 - Register of Deeds  $         1,993.00  
to Integrity Business Solutions for 
new countertops 

          

  ~ Total  $     317,003.68    

 

 

Administrator’s Report (as written by Ms. Byard) 

An Administrator’s Report was not available at this time. 

Department Head Reports 

Mr. Garry McKeen, Oceana County Parks and Recreation Commission, reported that the 

electrical improvement at Black Lake Campground was completed and the bid was for 

$15,000, but the actual amount was $11,400.  Therefore, the excess ARPA money requested 

will be returned to the ARPA Fund. He also stated that the Black Lake Campground day use 

area will also benefit Leavitt Township and wanted to assure that the eastern side of the 

County will benefit from ARPA funds. He also reported that Cedar Point Park had a dedication 

last Saturday and there was a good number of attendees.  

Public Comment 

Ms. Peggy Wittman, City of Hart resident, stated that she had several concerns regarding 

today’s agenda and asked if there could be a meeting for citizens to ask questions regarding 

the 2023 budget.  She also inquired if the Board members will be considered full time 

employees next year.  She stated that she was pleased with the Board’s decision to not enter 

into an agreement with Zencity.  She also had concerns with the self-funding insurance.  

Another concern was with the MSUE contract.  She asked if the ARPA distribution documents 

could be provided for her review.  She had concerns with the re-appointment of Mr. Alvin 

Doctor to the DHHS Board. 

 

Mr. Mike Lewis, Grant Township resident commented on the Airport Lighting Contract and 

offered some insights on the project and commended the Board members for the questions 

that have been raised. 

 

Mr. Walker commented that the Commissioners do not receive the same benefits of full-time 

employees.  

 

Mr. McKeen commented that he was very appreciative of the items that were made available 

to the Parks and Recreation Commission from the Sheriff’s Property room. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, Chairperson Hardy adjourned the Finance and 

Equalization Committee meeting at 10:27 a.m. 

 

 

       Respectfully, 

 

 

       Amy L. Anderson    

       Oceana County Clerk 
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