
















1 MAY 26, 2022 
 

FINANCE AND EQUALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The Finance and Equalization Committee Meeting was called to order, in the Board 

Conference Room of the Oceana County Courthouse, by Chairperson Hardy on Thursday, May 
26, 2022, at 10:20 a.m.  

 
Roll was called. Present: Mr. Erickson, Ms. Meyette, Mr. Walker Mr. Beggs, Mr. Morse, 

Mr. Christians, and Mr. Hardy.  
 
Also present: Ms. Becker, Oceana County Financial & Human Resources Coordinator; 

Ms. Coon, Oceana County Chief Deputy Clerk; Mr. Garry McKeen, Golden Township resident; 
and Mr. John Cavanagh, Oceana’s Herald-Journal correspondent. 

 
Moved by Mr. Walker and seconded by Mr. Christians to approve the minutes from the 

May 12, 2022 meeting as presented. 
 

Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hardy asked if there were any additions to the agenda at this time. 
 
Moved by Mr. Morse and seconded by Mr. Christians to approve the agenda as 

presented.  
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Mr. McKeen reported that the Parks and Recreation Commission received some lawn 

mowers from the Kent County Sheriff’s Office. He indicated he was excited to have the long-
awaited opportunity to work with the Oceana County Road Commission on sharing an 
employee one day a week to mow County Parks and perform general maintenance. 

 
He also noted a public meeting has been set for June 16, 2022 at 7 p.m. at the Benona 

Township Hall to collect resident input regarding the restoration of Stony Creek at Marshville 
Dam Park. Benona Township offered the hall at no charge. 

 
Mr. McKeen expressed a huge thank you to Angela Aerts for her service to both the 

Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission. She will be missed. 
 
 

 Ms. Becker requested consideration of a resolution to authorize submission of a 2022 
Election Security Grant. 
 
 Ms. Becker sought consideration of a resolution regarding a municipal financial advisor, 
bond counsel, engineering and architectural services, and a funding application to the USDA. 
 
 Ms. Becker requested consideration of a resolution to declare intent to reimburse 
expenditures with bond proceeds and matters related thereto. 
 

Ms. Becker did not read the payment of claims, but the following was provided: 
 

Oceana County Administrator 
REVIEW OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT (>= $1,000 and Other Noteworthy Expenditures) 
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Fund # 
Dept. 

# 
Dept. 
Name Amount Purpose 

Special Revenue 
Funds         
          
215 - Friend of the Court Fund  $         2,194.08  to Image Soft for professional services. 
          
256 - Automation Fund    $         2,804.10  to GovOS for software fees. 
          

260 - Indigent Defense Fund  $         1,039.50  
to Dianne M. Longoria for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

       $         6,238.00  
to Good Law for court appointed 
attorney fees. 

       $       11,401.00  
to Springstead Law Offices for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

          

277 - CDBG Fund    $         5,990.00  
to Sam Near Roofing LLC for new metal 
roof. 

          

286 - American Rescue Plan Fund   $       20,000.00  
to Pentwater Village Treasurer for 
channel dredging. 

          

298 - Technology and Innovation Fund  $         1,576.91  
to Huntington National Bank for 
equipment 

       $         2,717.91  
to SHI International for computer 
equipment. 

          

292 - Child Care Fund    $         1,924.22  
to Fountain Hill Center for out-of-home 
placement. 

          

405 - Capital Projects  $         1,264.00  
to Architectural Hardware Co. for 
exterior doors and security system.  

       $         1,767.77  to Haworth, Inc. for office furniture. 
          

518- Foreclosure Fund  $         1,320.00  
to Prince & Monton, PLC for attorney 
fees. 

          

549 - Building Department Fund  $         7,346.40  

to Randy Miller for permits, residential 
plan reviews, and commercial plan 
reviews. 

       $         5,454.75  

to Richard Story for permits, residential 
plan reviews, and commercial plan 
reviews. 

       $         2,817.10  

to Randy Neuman for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

General Fund     
          

101 - Board of Commissioners   $         3,663.74  
to Smith, Haughey, Rice, & Roegge for 
legal services. 

          

223 - County Auditing  $         7,100.00  
to Gabridge & Company, PLC for 2021 
financial statement audit report.  

          

257 - Equalization  $       22,045.00  
to V&V Assessing for equalization and 
assessing services. 

          

283 - Circuit Court  $         4,015.59  
to Hayes Law Office for court appointed 
attorney fees. 

       $         4,015.59  
to Springstead Law Offices for court 
appointed attorney fees. 

       $         2,786.90  
to Heacock Reporting for contracted 
court services.  
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301 - Sheriff  $         1,916.43  
to Cardmember Services for employee 
training and equipment purchases. 

       $         1,077.41  to AT&T Mobility.  
          
351 - Jail  $         1,992.68  to Gordon Food Service. 
          

528 - Transfer Station  $         2,098.00  
to C M Rubber Recycling for recycling of 
tires. 

          

648 - Medical Examiner  $         3,085.25  
to WMU Homer Stryker M.D. for 
autopsies. 

          

  ~ Total 
 $     
129,652.33    

 
Administrator’s Report (as written by Dr. Sobie): 
 
Administration 

A couple of vacancies have occurred since my last report, including the County Administrator’s 
Office with the Administrative Assistant’s position; County Clerk’s Office with a Deputy Clerk, 
and the Sheriff’s Department with a Corrections Officer. 

Sheriff’s Department 

Last week, the Sheriff, Undersheriff, and I met with the law firm of Prince & Monton to discuss 
developing a land purchase agreement for a parcel of land related to the proposed new jail 
and Sheriff’s Offices project. Any such purchase is contingent upon voter approval of a 
proposed new additional millage and the availability of adjacent land currently owned by the 
city of Hart. 

EMS 

I distributed a notice to commissioners from Life EMS about the EMT training course scheduled 
to be held at the County Services Building. The notice was posted on the county website, sent 
to county employees, and MSU Extension offered to distribute it to their network of contacts. 

 

Public Comment 

 Mr. McKeen reminded the Board that they needed to discuss the approval of the 
2022 Summer Property Tax Levy.  
 

Ms. Becker sought consideration of a proposed resolution to approve the 2022 
Summer Property Tax Levy on Mr. Ed VanderVries’, Oceana County Equalization Director, 
behalf.  

 
There being no further business to discuss, Chairperson Hardy adjourned the Finance 

and Equalization Committee meeting at 10:56 a.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully, 
 
 
       Melanie A. Coon    
       Oceana County Chief Deputy Clerk 
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PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
 The Planning and Environmental Services Committee Meeting was called to order by Chairperson 
Morse on Thursday, May 26, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.  
 
 Roll was called. Present: Ms. Meyette, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Erickson, Mr. Beggs, Mr. Christians, Mr. 
Walker, and Mr. Morse.  

  
Also present: Ms. Becker, Oceana County Financial & Human Resources Coordinator; Ms. Coon, 

Oceana County Chief Deputy Clerk; Mr. Garry McKeen, Golden Township resident; and Mr. John 
Cavanagh, Oceana’s Herald-Journal correspondent. 
 

Moved by Mr. Christians and seconded by Mr. Walker to approve the minutes of the April 28, 
2022, Planning & Environmental Services Committee as presented. 

 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and seconded by Ms. Meyette to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comment 
 
Mr. McKeen recommended the Board appoint Gina Loera to the vacant position on the Planning 

Commission. 
 
 
Ms. Becker brought forth consideration of a proposed resolution to appoint a member to the 

County Planning Commission. 
 
Ms. Becker sought consideration of a proposed resolution to adopt the Board of Commissioners 

Strategic Plan. 
 
Ms. Becker requested consideration of a proposed resolution to approve a “Brand” Logo and 

Tagline for use on the county website and other appropriate uses in both digital and print formats. 
 

 The Board reviewed the survey results regarding the Logo and Tagline and there was some 
concern about the chosen Tagline. It was determined that the Board would move forward with the 
chosen Logo to allow the web designer to continue to develop the updated website and would continue 
discussion on the Tagline before deciding. 
 

 
Public comment 

 
Mr. McKeen noted that the decision by Mr. Michael Cook to not request reappointment to the 

Planning Commission was very unfortunate as he has been a valuable member. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chairman Morse adjourned the 
Planning and Environmental Services meeting at 10:19 a.m.      
  

Respectfully, 
 
 
        Melanie A. Coon 
        Oceana County Chief Deputy Clerk 
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