














1 MAY 12, 2022 
 

FINANCE AND EQUALIZATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The Finance and Equalization Committee Meeting was called to order, in the Board 

Conference Room of the Oceana County Courthouse, by Chairperson Hardy on Thursday, May 
12, 2022, at 10:32 a.m.  

 
Roll was called. Present: Mr. Erickson, Ms. Meyette, Mr. Walker Mr. Beggs, Mr. Morse, 

Mr. Christians, and Mr. Hardy.  
 
Dr. Sobie, Oceana County Administrator; Ms. Anderson, Oceana County Clerk; Mr. Joe 

Bizon, Oceana County Prosecuting Attorney; Ms. Heather Rowe, Oceana County Prosecuting 
Attorney Office Manager, Oceana County Prosecutor’s office; Mr. Ryan Schiller, Oceana 
County Undersheriff; Mr. Chris Brown, Pentwater Village Manager; and Mr. John Cavanagh, 
Oceana’s Herald-Journal correspondent. 

 
Moved by Mr. Walker and seconded by Mr. Erickson to approve the minutes from the 

April 28, 2022 meeting as presented. 
 

Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Hardy asked if there were any additions to the agenda at this time. 
 
Dr. Sobie requested to add discussion with Mr. Chris Brown, Pentwater Village 

Manager, regarding the Pentwater Channel.   
 
Moved by Mr. Erickson and seconded by Mr. Morse to approve the agenda as amended.  
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 

Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 
Mr. Joe Bizon, Oceana County Prosecuting Attorney, requested consideration of a 

resolution to amend the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget for the Prosecuting Attorney’s office. Mr. 
Bizon provided the requested data to support the need for a temporary increase of hours for 
the office manager and legal secretary to decrease the backlog of data entry. Mr. Erickson 
noted that he had reviewed of the data provided and asked what would be needed to alleviate 
the backlog. Ms. Heather Rowe, Oceana County Prosecuting Attorney Office Manager, stated 
that hiring a temporary employee would not be the answer as it would take additional time 
for training purposes. She indicated that updating the files is a process that is time consuming 
due to the detailed nature that requires each file to be reviewed. 

 
Mr. Chris Brown, Pentwater Village Manager, stated that the Pentwater Channel has a 

need for dredging. He explained that an excess amount of sand has washed into the channel 
over the winter months. The channel’s current depth is approximately four feet and should be 
twelve feet to allow for larger vessels to enter and depart Pentwater Harbor. The Village 
Council is concerned that boats will not be able to utilize the channel, therefore, tourism will 
be impacted negatively. Mr. Brown stated that all permits have been processed. He also stated 
that the total cost of the dredging project is approximately $100,000. He reported that the 
Village has appropriated $30,000, a Pentwater Township resident has donated $30,000 on 
behalf of the Township, there is $23,000 available from the Community Foundation Budget 
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and requested the County Board of Commissioners to consider an appropriation of $10,000 - 
$15,000 to assist with the project.  

 
Discussion continued regarding the eligibility to use ARPA funds for this type of project. 

Dr. Sobie indicated that there are two reasons that the use of ARPA funds may be allowed: 
1.) all of the ARPA allocation funds for the County were classified as revenue lost, it could be 
used as a more direct benefit to the citizens; and 2.) the economic impact that Pentwater has 
on the area. He stated that he would contact the auditors to confirm that this would be 
allowed.  

 
Dr. Sobie sought consideration of a resolution to renew a contractual services 

agreement with V&V Assessing LLC for Equalization services. 
 
Dr. Sobie solicited consideration of a resolution to renew a contractual services 

agreement with MGT of America Consulting for the County’s Annual Cost Allocation Plan. 
 
Dr. Sobie and Undersheriff Schiller commenced discussion and deliberation regarding 

a proposed resolution to authorize a contingent purchase agreement for land related to the 
proposed new Jail Facility and Sheriff’s Department Offices. 
 

Dr. Sobie did not read the payment of claims, but the following was provided: 
 

Oceana County Administrator 
REVIEW OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT (>= $1,000 and Other Noteworthy Expenditures) 

Fund # Dept. # Dept. Name Amount Purpose 
Special Revenue Funds         
          

239 - Shelby Twp Community Park Fund  $         3,200.00  

to Kennari Consulting for 
professional services. Fully 
reimbursed via private donations. 

          

260 - Indigent Defense Fund  $         5,416.67  
to Indigent Defense Consultants for 
managed assigned counsel services. 

          

298 - Technology and Innovation Fund  $         3,540.00  
to Ergotech Controls, Inc. for 
portable data network. 

          
405 - Capital Projects  $         6,447.41  to Garmin International Inc. for GPS. 
       $       33,759.26  to Haworth, Inc. for office furniture. 
          

518- Foreclosure Fund  $         1,842.54  
to Title Check LLC for parcel 
administration. 

          

549 - Building Department Fund  $       13,176.00  

to Randy Miller for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

       $         4,139.95  

to Richard Story for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

       $         3,266.10  

to Randy Neuman for permits, 
residential plan reviews, and 
commercial plan reviews. 

General Fund     
          

101 - Board of Commissioners   $         5,835.00  

to H Security & Investigation for 
courthouse security for May and 
April OT.  

          



3 MAY 12, 2022 
 

223 - County Auditing  $         1,400.00  
to Watkins Ross & Co. for 
preparation of the 2021 OPEB report. 

          
248 - General Services  $       10,000.00  to Reserve Account for postage. 
          

257 - Equalization  $       16,500.00  
to V&V Assessing for equalization 
and assessing services. 

          
265 - Courthouse and Grounds  $         1,200.57  to DTE Energy for utilities. 
       $         4,165.00  to Martech for equipment repairs. 
       $         2,284.08  to City of Hart for Utilities. 
        

283 - Circuit Court  $         4,868.57  
to Newaygo County Treasurer for 
judge reimbursement costs. 

          

286 - District Court  $         1,686.15  
to Newaygo County Treasurer for 
judge reimbursement costs. 

          
351 - Jail  $         3,445.20  to Gordon Food Service. 
       $         1,936.35  to DTE Energy for utilities. 

       $         1,547.11  
to Correctional Recovery for medical 
billing services. 

       $       14,107.00  

to Advanced Correctional Healthcare 
for on-site medical services per 
contract. 

       $         3,513.92  to City of Hart for Utilities. 

       $         4,584.03  
to Wolverine Power Systems for 
generator repairs & service. 

          

528 - Transfer Station  $       15,546.17  

to American Classic Dumpster for 
removal of trash and recycling 
material. 

          

605 - Contagious Disease  $         3,900.00  
to DMC Technology Group, Inc. for 
equipment and software. 

          
  ~ Total  $     171,307.08    

 
Administrator’s Report (as written by Dr. Sobie): 
 
Administration 

We received a quarterly revenue sharing payment from the state in the amount of $87,477. 

I anticipate that Gabridge & Co. will complete the audit for fiscal year 2021 ahead of the June 
30 deadline, allowing on-time or early submission of the report to the state.  

Public Comment 

 There was no public comment at this time.  
 
There being no further business to discuss, Chairperson Hardy adjourned the Finance 

and Equalization Committee meeting at 11:26 a.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully, 
 
 
       Amy L. Anderson    
       Oceana County Clerk 
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BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

The Buildings, Grounds and Insurance Committee Meeting was called to order, in the 
Board Conference Room of the Oceana County Building, by Chairperson Meyette on Thursday, 
May 12, 2022 at 10:02 a.m.  

 
Present: Mr. Walker, Mr. Hardy, Mr. Christians, Mr. Erickson, Mr. Beggs, Mr. Morse and 

Ms. Meyette. Absent: None. 
 
Also present: Dr. Sobie, Oceana County Administrator; Ms. Anderson, Oceana County 

Clerk; Ms. Amy Trudell, City of Hart resident; Ms. Peggy Wittman, City of Hart Resident; and 
Mr. John Cavanagh, Oceana’s Herald-Journal. 

 
Moved by Mr. Christians and seconded by Mr. Walker to accept the minutes of the 

February 10, 2022, Buildings, Grounds, and Insurance Committee Meeting as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Chairperson Meyette asked if there were any changes to the agenda items. 
 
Dr. Sobie noted that there were no bids for the snow removal equipment, therefore, 

that agenda item should be removed from agenda. He also stated that he is working with 
Prein & Newhoff regarding this and a suggestion had been made to extend the deadline until 
April 22nd. Dr. Sobie suggested that he provide a brief update on Capital Improvement Plan. 

 
Moved by Mr. Morse and seconded by Mr. Walker to approve the agenda items as 

amended. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Ms. Amy Trudell, City of Hart, resident questioned if the snow removal equipment was 

a budgeted item.  
 
Dr. Sobie reported a couple of items regarding the Capital Projects Fund that were 

previously approved. Sheriff Mast and Undersheriff Schiller have indicated that there have 
been some problems with the generator and the Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) that 
supports the facility. The generator needs to be repaired and new batteries are required for 
the UPS. The cost would be approximately $6,000.  

 
Dr. Sobie also reported that the Sheriff and Undersheriff have been working with 

maintenance staff regarding a new camera for the front entrance to the Courthouse. Dr. Sobie 
has been working with the maintenance supervisor to solicit bids for seal coating the 
Courthouse and County Services Building parking lots.  

 
The County Treasurer and County Clerk’s offices are scheduled to have office cubicles 

installed in May. There may be some disruption in services, but they will be working through 
this to remain open.  

 
The County Services Building’s computer network room had an air conditioning fail 

that will need to be replaced. 
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Public Comment 
 
Ms. Peggy Wittman, City of Hart resident, asked if the resolutions were available 

currently for the public. 
 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Chairperson Meyette adjourned the 

Building, Grounds and Insurance Committee meeting at 10:10 a.m.  
 
 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Amy L. Anderson 
      Oceana County Clerk 
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HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 The Health & Human Services and Parks & Recreation Committee Meeting was called 
to order in the Board Conference Room at the Oceana County Building by Chairperson Erickson 
on Thursday, May 12, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Present: Mr. Beggs, Mr. Christians, Mr. Morse, Mr.  Walker, Mr. Hardy, Ms. Meyette 
and Mr. Erickson.   

 
Also present were: Dr. Sobie, Oceana County Administrator; Ms. Anderson, Oceana 

County Clerk; Ms. Jodi Slinkard, Oceana County Department of Veterans’ Affairs Veterans 
Service Officer; Ms. Tracy Blamer, Oceana County Department of Veterans’ Affairs Treasurer; 
Mr. Garry McKeen, Oceana County Parks & Recreation Commission; and Mr. John Cavanagh, 
Oceana’s Herald - Journal correspondent. 
  

Moved by Mr. Walker and seconded by Mr. Christians to approve the minutes from the 
April 12, 2022 meeting as presented.   

 
Voice Vote. Motion carried.  
 
Mr. Erickson asked if there were any changes to be made to the agenda. 
 
Moved by Mr. Beggs and seconded by Mr. Hardy to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 
Public comment 
 

There were no public comments at this time.  
 
Ms. Tracy Blamer, Oceana County Department of Veterans’ Affairs Treasurer, 

facilitated discussion and consideration of a proposed resolution to approve updated Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOP) and Bylaws for the Department of Veterans’ Affairs. Ms. Blamer 
provided a brief review of the revisions that were made to these documents. She also 
introduced the new Veteran’s Service Officer, Ms. Jodi Slinkard. 

 
Dr. Sobie requested consideration of a resolution to recognize May as Mental Health 

Awareness Month. 
 
Mr. Garry McKeen, Oceana County Parks & Recreation Commission Chairperson, 

provided a brief update regarding the Parks & Recreation Commission. He spoke briefly on 
the progress of the Stony Creek project. 
 
Public comment 

 
Ms. Jodi Slinkard, Oceana Veterans Service Officer, provided an outline of her 

background as well as her future goals.  She also provided a quarterly activity report. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Erickson adjourned the Health & 

Human Services and Parks & Recreation Committee meeting at 10:31 a.m. 
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       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Amy L. Anderson 
       Oceana County Clerk  
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